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Prov. xiv. 34. ; 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, 
Jar ſin 1s the reproagh of any 


. 


OR the Explication of theſe Words we need 
not have Recourſe to any critical Diſquiſi- 
tions, but only to this obvious Remark, 
| that the Word Righteouſneſt has a complex 
Notion, and ſignifies, not the ſingle Virtue of Juſtice, 
but, according to its uſual Meaning in the Book of 
Proverbs, the whole Compaſs of our Duty, or Reli- 
gion and Virtue in “ general; which may with great 
Propriety be expreſſed by the Name of Naben fe 
inaſmuch as it is a Debt to God, which we are bound 
in ſtrict Juſtice to pay. So that the Meaning of the 
Text is evidently this, that the Practice of Religion 
and Virtue promotes the Welfare and Proſperity of a 
Nation. | | | | 
The Conduciveneſs of Religion to the Intereſts of 
Society, is a Principle, which has ever been acknow- 


9 ä 


— — 


* In the ſame Latitude the Word Wiſdom is uſed by Solomon ; 
and the Words Knowledge and Faith, by the Penmen of the New 
Teſtament. | The Term Honefly is uſed by St. Paul for all Moral 
Virtue, as Godlineſs is, for all Religious Duty: And it is probable, 
that the Uſage of the Word Righteouſneſs in the Book of Proverbs, 
gave Occaſion to fome of the Greek Fathers to explain it in the 
ſame Senſe: Of which ſeveral Inſtances are given by the learned 
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ledg'd by all Mankind. The great Founders and 
Lawgivers of Kingdoms have always judg'd it ne- 
ceſlary to direct and encourage the Worſhip of the 
Deity ; and there is not a Country of which we have 
any Knowledge, or Tradition, but what has had ſome 
Religion eſtabliſhed in it. | 
I he Awe of a ſuperior Being is neceſſary to en- 
gage the good Behaviour of the People, and to bind 
them in all Caſes and Circumſtances to Probity and 
Juſtice ; ſo that the moral Ends of Government, and 
the Intereſts of the Community, cannot be ſecur'd 
without it : And therefore it 1s obſervable, that the 
very Enemies of Religion have confeſs'd the Expedi- 
ency of it for the publick Welfare. For we know, 
that Atheiſtical 54 ng have ſometimes in their Poli- 
tical Inſtructions to the Magiſtrate, advis'd him to 
take Care of Religion, and to provide by all the 
Means in his Power, that it might be firmly eſtabliſh'd 
in the Hearts of his People. Nor are we ignorant, 
that theſe Conſpirators againſt the Deity, have im- 
puted the Belief of his Exiſtence to the Device of 
{ome crafty Prince, or Miniſter of State, for the Pur- 
pole of awing the People into Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion : Which is a plain. Acknowledgment of the 
Uſefulneſs of Religion to the Maintenance of Go- 
vernment, and thereby to the Intereſts of Society, 
which cannot ſubſiſt without it. 

So that the Maxim of the Text appears to be ſup- 
ported by the unanimous Judgment of Mankind; 
tho' it need not any Acceſſion of Authority to chal- 
lenge our Belief; ſince it is deliver'd by the wiſeſt 
of Men, under the Influence of God's Spirit, who 
moreover had experimented the Truth of it in his own 
Kingdom. Rats 

As this Maxim is conſonant. to the. Re 


aſon of 
Mankind, the Illuſtration. of it ganbe na diſagreeable 


at Kingſton Ales. 


of our ſeveral Stations, the Enforcement of that Obli- 
ation will be no unuſeful Employment: And there- 
ore the Buſineſs of the following Diſcourſe ſhall be, 
1ſt, To ſhew, that Righteouſneſs exalteth a. Nation; 
that the general Practice of Religion and Virtue, pro- 
motes the Welfare and Proſperity of it. | 
2aly, To enforce the Duties, which the Members | 
of a Kingdom are hence ſeverally bound to perform. | 
Iſt Then, I am to ſhew, that Righteouſneſ exalteth | 
a Nation : Which I ſhall do by theſe two Conſide- 
rations. | 
1. That the Juſtice of God engages him to deal 
with Communities, and to diſtribute to them either 
proſperous, or aftlictive Events, according to their 
Deſerts. 
2. That the Obſervance of Religion and Virtue 
hath a natural Influence, abſtractedly from the Con- 
ſideration of God's Juſtice, to promote the Welfare 
and Happineſs of a Nation. 
. 1ſt Then, let us conſider, that the Juſtice of God 
engages him to deal with Communities, and to di- 
ſtribute to them either proſperous, or afflictive | 
Events, according to their Deſerts. | 
As God is the King of all the Earth, ſo his Govern- 
ment is adminiſter'd by the Rules of impartial Juſtice. | 
He preſcribeth ſuch Laws to Mankind, as are moſt 
Neal adde in themſelves, and conducive to their 
Happineſs; and he annexes ſuch Penalties to the Viovnͥ: 
lation of them, as are juſtly due to the wilful Con- 
tempt of his Authority. And thus far it is evident, P/. 
that Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the Habitation of 2. 
his Throne. 
In the infliting of Puniſhments upon Sinners, he 
proceeds by the ſame Meaſure of inviolable Juſtice. 
With reſpe& to Men, conſider'd in their private Ca- 
pacity, he takes the Seaſon of puniſhing them into 
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with-holds their due Retribution in this Life, ac- 
cording as he thinks fit in his infinite Wiſdom. Be- 
cauſe as they are endued with an immortal Spirit, 
and capacitated-to ſubſiſt in a future State, it is not 
neceſſary. to the Vindication of his Juſtice, that he 
ſhou'd here allot them the Portion they deſerve : 
And therefore it is, that his preſent Diſpenſations to 
Men are not ſuitable to their reſpective Behaviour; 
but as Solomon has obſerv'd, and our Experience con- 
firms the Obſervation, all Things come alike to all, and 
there is one Event to the Righteous, and to the Wicked. 
But if we conſider Men in their publick Capacity, 
as combin'd into Societies, the Caſe is quite diffe- 
rent. In this View, they are not capable of ſub- 
ſiſting hereafter. As they are appointed for temporal 
Ends chiefly, ſo they expire with this World of 
courſe : Into the next they have no Poſſibilily of 
paſling ; ſince all the Orders and Diſtinctions of which 
they are compos'd, all the Bands of Union by which 
they are ſupported, are here finally. diflolv'd : And 
therefore as they are not capable of an After-reckon- 


ing, of being puniſhed or rewarded in a future State, 


the Rules of Juſtice require, that they ſhould in this 
be viſited with Bleflings, or with Judgments, accord- 
ing as they merit the one, or the other. 

Indeed, it is not neceſſary, that the Puniſhment 
of a Nation ſhould be immediately conſequent to its 
{inning ; or that the Vengeance of Heaven ſhould 
overtake the offending Generation. The Children, 
in a Political Senſe, are often afflicted for the Ini- 
quities of their Fathers: Becauſe as the Children and 
Fathers are the ſame individual Community, ſubſiſt- 
ing under a different Succeſſion of Members, the 
chaſtizing of the one for the other, is the Correction 
of the ſame Community ; as the puniſhing of a Man 
in his Old-Age for the Sins of his Youth, is the Pu- 


bodtherwiſe do right in his Diſtributions to Kingdoms, 6 
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But however God may order the Time of his Viſi- 
tations, as the Ends of his Providence direct, yet he 
cannot entirely with-hold them : Becauſe he can no 


| 
than by ſuiting them to their Qualifications : And it 
is as impoſſible for him to ſuffer wicked Nations to 
paſs with Impunity, as to proclaim at the laſt Day a 


general Indemnity to wicked Perſons. So that his | 
Juſtice engages him to deal with Communities ac- | 
? 


cording to their Deſerts. 

And agreeably, we may obſerve, that the Diſpen- 
ſations of God to the Kingdoms of the World, have 
always been ſuitable to their Deportment : Of which 
I ſhall give you two or three Examples. 

When God deliver'd his Laws to the Children of 
Iſrael, he enforced their Obſervance, by the Promiſes 
of Bleſſings, and the Threats of Judgments: And he 
ever interchangeably viſited them with the one, or 
the other, according to their Behaviour. 

He promis'd them, for inſtance, that if they were D# 
obedient, he would drive out the Inhabitants of (A. 22 
naan from before them, and give them their Land to 
poſſeſs it: And we read that they ſerved the Lord all 79 
the Days of Foſhua, whom God appointed to be their“ 
Leader in this great Atchievement ; and therefore ge 
| ſtretched out his Arm to compleat it in their Behalf. } 
But as they had a Spirit of Religion among them 
whilſt Foſhua liv'd, fo after the Death of this excel- | 
lent Ruler, they did evil in the Sight of the Lord, and 5s 
ſerved Baalim, and forſook the Lord God of their Fa- 1 
thers which brought them out of Egypt; and followed |} 
the Gods of the People that were round about them. 
The Conſequence of which was, that the Anger of \ 
the Lord was hot againſt Iſrael, and he deliver d them * 
into the Hands of Spoilers that ſpoiled them, and he fold | 
then! into the Hands of their Enemies round about : | 
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againſt them for Evil, as the Lord had ſaid, and as the 
277 21 ſchorn unto them, and they were greatly di- 
reſſed. 

15 like Judgments were ſeveral Times inflicted 
upon them in the Days of the Judge. But under 
the Government of Samuel, by whom they were per- 
ſuaded to put away the ſtrange Gods whom they wor- 
ſhipped, and to ſerve the Lord only ; he ſignally inter- 
pos'd to ſubdue the Philiſtines their inveterate Ene- 
mies, and diſabled them to repeat their Hoſtilities : 
For he thundered upon them with a great Thunder, and 
difcomfited them in ſuch a manner, that they came no 
more into the Coaſt of Iſrael all the Days of Samuel. 

In the Reigns of David, and of Solomon, who took 


eſpecial Care to preſerve them in the Worſhip of the 


true God, he ſmote down their F Enemies before 
them, and enlarg'd the Territories of their Country. 
They dwelt ſafely, every Man under his Vine, and un- 


der his Fig-tree, from Dan even to Beer-ſheba ; and there 


- was neither Adverſary, nor evil Occurrent. 


The Kingdom of Iſrael, which conſiſted of Ten of 
their Tribes, being founded in Rebellion, and brought 


up in Idolatry under the Conduct of Feroboam, and 


being excited to all Manner of Wickedneſs by the 
Kings who ſucceeded him, were ſcarce ever free from 
Misfortunes. Either Conſpiracies at Home, or In- 


* I am well aware that Solomon fell into Idolatry, and built an 
high Place for Chemoſb, the Abomination of Moab, and for Moloch, 
the Abomination of the Children of Ammon. But this was only 
in the Concluſion of his Reign. Tis expreſly ſaid, that be was 
old, when his Heart was turned away after other Gods, 1 Kings 
xi. 4. And we read that before this Time, he loved the Lord, 
walking in the Statutes of David bis Father, I Kings iii. 3. 

For David ſubdued the Philiftines, the Moabites, the Syrian, 
and the Ammonites ; and put Garriſons in ſeveral of their Cities: 


As we read in the 2d Book of Samuel, and the 1ſt Book of 
Chronicles, | 
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vaſions from Abroad, perpetually diſtreſs'd them; 


till at length the King of Aſſyria carried them into 


Captivity, from which they never return'd, nor have 
fince been heard off to this Day. 


The Kingdom of Judah, which conſiſted of the 


other two Tribes, had certain Viciſſitudes of Affliction 


and Proſperity according to its Behaviour. 
In the Reign of Ahaz,. for inſtance, who was a = Ch 
very wicked Prince, God ſtirred up the neighbouring 2 
Powers to invade him; who brought all that Miſery ?? * 
and Devaſtation upon his Country, which uſually at- 
tend victorious Armies: And it is obſervable, that 
whereas Ahaz, to ſecure himſelf againſt his Enemies, 2 K 
engag'd the King of Aſhria to aſſiſt him, by the Pro- Xvi. 
miſe of becoming his Servant and Tributary, he did 
greater Miſchief to his Kingdom by this Project, than 
that which he intended to avert. For he brought 
a mighty Potentate into his Neighbourhood, whom 
no Power of the Land was ſufficient to reſiſt, and 
his Subjects loſt all their Trafhck into the Southern 
Sea, which had been the chief Foundation of their 
Riches. | 
In the Reign of Hezekiah, who was a moſt worthy 2 K 
Prince, and by His Management and Example, made“ 
his People religious, as he was truly ſo himſelf, they 
were exceedingly proſperous. It is obſervable in 
particular, that God wonderfully deliver'd them from 
Sennacherib the King of Aſſyria. For when he was in 
a full March towards Jeruſalem, ſwelling with Pride 
for a Victory Juſt obtain'd over the Athiopians, and 
delign'd to deſtroy the City, with all its Inhabitants, {| 
an Angel of the Lord went forth, and in one Night | 
{mote an hundred and eighty-five Thouſand of his 
Men; ſo that when he aroſe in the Morning, He 


z 


Xx. ÞD 1 


anne a 


N 
N 


A SERMON preach'd 
found almoſt his whole Army deſtroy'd : With which 
being terrified, he fled out of Judea in Confuſion, 
and ſpent the Remainder of his Life in Diſhonour, 
and Regret. Thus the Lord ſaved Hezekiah, and the 
on. Inhabitants of Jeruſalem from the Hand of Sennacherib, 
and from the Hand of all other, and guided them on 
every Side. ka 
But in the Reigns of Fehotakim, and his two Suc- 
toy, ceſſors, we read that, all the chief of the Prieſts, and 
fi. the People tranſgreſſed very much, after all the Abomi- 
5 rations of the Heathens, and polluted the Houſe of the 
Lord which he had hallowed in Feruſalem, and mocked 
his Meſſengers whom he ſent unto them, and deſpiſed his 
Words, and miſuſed his Prophets, This was the Height 
| of Im og 6 Prophaneneſs; and therefore we read, 
$26, that the Wrath of the Lord roſe againſt them till there 
| 2 was no Remedy. He brought upon them the King of the 
 Chaldees who 2 them without Compaſſion Who took 
aay all the Veſſels and Treaſures le Houſe of God, 
| and then burnt it : Who, broke down the Wall of Feru- 
ſalem, and burnt all the Palaces, and deſtroy'd all the 
goodly Veſſels thereof: Who, carried away to Babylon 
them that had eſcaped from the Sword, where they were 
| Servants to him, and his Sons, until the Reign of the 
' Kingdom of Perſia. 
1 In the Beginning of that Reign, Providence was 
pleaſed to reſtore them. But as they were but little 
amended by their Calamities, they ſaw but little 
Proſperity. They were petpetually harraſſed by the 
; Kings of Hria, and of Egypt; till at laſt filling up the 
full Meaſure of their Iniquities, in the Crucifixion of 
i. our Saviour, the Lord of Life, the Days of Vengeance 
dame upon them within a while, ſuch as never had 
: , been ſeen from the Beginning of the World. Prodigious 
{| Numbers of them were ſlain: Their City and Temple 
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of their Country: And that Diſperſion of them 
which was began by Titus, being compleatly finiſh'd 
by Adrian, they became Fugitives over the Face of 
the Earth. In which vagrant, and deſolate Condi- 
tion, they have ever ſince xemain'd, a moſt remark- 
able Monument of the divine Indignation upon a 
ſinful People. 

Ihe like Method has God obſerv'd in his Dealings 
with other Kingdoms : Particularly Thoſe, which have 
been diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of the“ Four Great 
Empires, on Account of their Superiority to Others in 
the Largeneſs of Extent. | 2088 

It is obſervable of Them all, that while they were 
advancing to their ſingular Eminence, Patience of 
Diſcipline, Bravery of Spirit, and Severity of Life, 
were illuſtrious among them: Nor is it leſs remark- 
able, that they gradually declin'd, as theſe Virtues 
abated; and that their Deſtruction was effected by a 
viſible Providence, at the Time when Softneſs, and 
Luxury, and other Vices were moſt predominant. 

In the Ruin, for inſtance, of the Aſſyrian Empire, 
the Hand of Heaven was plainly to be ſeen. The 
Renowned Cyrus was ever attended with wonderful 
Succeſs in his Wars againſt it; and the taking of 
Babylon, which put an End to the Kingdom, was 
owing to an Accident, without which it could never 
have been taken. For the City was abſolutely im- 
pregnable. No military Engines could batter the 
Walls, nor Cloſeneſs of Siege ſtarve the Inhabitants. 
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* Dicimus longe teflatiſſimum-eſſe, apud omnem ctiam Autiquitatem 
not iſi mum, .azeo late olim per totam Aſiam dominatos fuiſſe Aſſyrios 
& Chaldeos; poſtea Medos & Perſas; ut Summa tenuiſſe totius 
Orbis (qua tunc babitabatur) Imperia, jure meritoque dicantur : Idem 
etiam de Græcis ſuo tempore, atque inde multo magis de Romanis affir- 
mart petgft : A quibus non Aſiæ modo & Europæ, ſed & Africa quo- 
que partem, fi non maximam, cert? petioreni ſubjugatam, ex Hiſtoriis 
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Cyrus had for two Years tried all Expedients to maſter 
it, and to no Purpoſe. But at length a * Revelling 
Feſiival gave him an Opportunity to take it by Sur- 
prize; and the general Carouſal of Belſbaxzar, and 
his Nobles, with the reſt of his People, made a Way 
for Cyrus to put a Tragical End to it. N 

In the Deſtruction of the Perſian Empire by Alex- 
ander the Creat, the Interpoſal of Providence was re- 
markable. For the ſtrangeſt good Fortune attended 
this. Hero, that ever crown'd, with Laurel any Ge- 
neral's Brow. Moſt of his Actions were carried on 
with a moſt furious and extravagant Raſhneſs; and 
yet none of them fail d of Succeſs. .. | 

In his. firſt Expgdition againſt: Darius, he adven- 
tur'd to pals a River, while an Army five Times ſu- 
perior to his guarded; the Banks on the other Side; 
which none but a Madman would have done: And 
yet he ſucceeded in the Attempt; and thereby ſpread 
{uch a Terror of his Arms thro'-the Perſian Empire, 
as mightily contributed to his future Succeſſes. 

In his farther Progreſs, againſt Darius, while they 
were Each marching with full Purpoſe of engaging, 
He chanced, while he was in the Streights of Clicia, 
to get a dangerous IIlneſs, which put a Stop to his 
March: And Darius hereupon concluding, that he 
was withdrawing from him out of Fear, preſs'd for- 
ward to overtake him in thoſe Streights : Where 
Alexander being recover'd, and prepar'd to receive 
him, entirely overthrew him, notwithſtanding the 
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This Account of the taking of Babylon by Cyrus is given 
both by Herodotus, and Xenophon : Who herein exactly agree with 
the Scripture. For 'Danie/ tells us, that Belſbazzar made a great 
Feaſt for a Thouſand of his Lords, for his Wives, and his Con- 
cubines; and that in that very Night he was ſlain, and Darius 
the Median took the Kingdom. Ch. 35. By Darius the Mede is 


meant Cyaxares the Uncle of Cyrus, to whom he allowed the Title 
of all his Conqueſts, as long as heliv's : | 
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vaſt Superiority of his Forces, becauſe he could not 

bring them to bear their Part in the Battle, by reaſon 

of the Mountains which enclos'd him on either Side. 

. Had: not Alexander been ſeiz'd with that violent IIl- 

n neſs, his daring Spirit would probably have carried 

him into the Plains of Meſopotamia, where in all like- 

lihood he muſt have been cut off. But Providence 

which deſign'd him the Perſian Empire, interrupted 
his March to open his Way to it. | 

The Grecian Empire was deſtroy'd by the Romans, 

who ſucceſſively vanquiſh'd the ſeveral Kingdoms, 

into which it -was divided upon Alexander's Death. 

The Time would fail me to give a particular Ac- 

count of this Matter. I fthall only obſerve as to 

Antiochus the Great, who had the Kingdom of Hyia, 

that while he was Virtuous and Prudent, and admi- 

niſter'd his Government with Clemency and Benefi- 
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* Upon confidering all the Circumſtances, relating to this 
Victory, the ſtrange Contingences on which it depended, and the 
fortunate Incidents which conſpir'd towards it, as they are re- 
92875 by Quintus Curtius, it ſeems to me as illuſtrious an Act of 

rovidence, as is to be met with in any Story. The Sickneſs of 
Alexander, in the firſt Place, occaſion'd by his bathing Himſelf in 
the River Cydnus, was a mere Caſualty. His Halt, occafion'd by 
his Sickneſs, gave that Perſuaſion of his retreating to Darius, 
which was fatal to Him. For it made Him preſs ren with 
his whole Army into the Streights, notwithſtanding the Counſel 
of the Grecian Mercenaries, ho ad vis'd him to expect the Enemy 
in the Plains of Meſopotamia, or at leaſt to divide his Forces, and 
not hazard them all in the Event of one Battle. Alexander's 
a Recovery, ſo neceſſary to the Victory, was valtly ſurprizing. 
"or he was inform'd by a moſt faithful Servant, that the ableſt 
Phyſician he had was corrupted by Darius to poiſon him, and that 
therefore he ſhould not by any means truſt him. And yet he re- 
ceived the Medicine from his Hands, which recover'd Him in 
three Days. Laſtly, when Darius was advancing in Purſuit, as 
he thaught, of the retiring Enemy, Alexander unexpeRedly 
march'd up to meet and engage Him ; which put Him and His 
Army into ſuch Confuſion in the Beginning of the B; 


cence, He proſper'd in all his Undertakings: But 

when he declin'd in the Wiſdom of his Conduct, and 
the Virtue of his Actions, he was unfortunate in 
every Thing he attempted; till being vanquiſh'd by 
the Romans, he was drove out of his Dominions, and 
met with a diſhonourable, and violent Death. 
Of the Roman Empire it is obſervable, that as it 
roſe up from a deſpicable Beginning to be the Miſtreſs 
of the World, ſo it continued in that State of So- 
vereignty, while thoſe Virtues flourith'd by which 
it was advanced: But when the contrary Vices ſuc- 
ceeded in their Stead, * then it moulder'd away as 
faſt as it increas'd before ; till at length it was ruin'd 
by + Gothe and Vandal, barbarous Invaders, whom 
God ſent to inflict his Vengeance on a People, who. 
had made Themſelves ripe for it. 

From this Conſideration of God's Juſtice, and this 
View of his Providence acting in Conformity to it, 
let us now proceed, VV 
__2dly, To conſider, that Righteouſneſs doth natu- 
rally contribute to exalt a Nation: That it hath a 
direct Influence to promote its Welfare, abſtractedly 
from the Interpoſal of God's Juſtice. 

The Happineſs of Kingdoms, or of People com- 
bin'd into Societies, conſiſts in this, that they enjoy 


— — 


* So that it was juſtly ſaid by Juvenal, 


— . — S.evior armis 
Luxuria incubuit, victumque ulciſcitur Orbem. Sat. 6. 


4. The devout Salvian, who liv'd' about this Time, complains 
ofgthe Height of Wickedneſs, wherewith God was provok' d. 
In Nobis, ſays he, patitur Chriſtus obprobrium,. in Nobis patitur Lex 
Cbriſtiana Maltzdiftam : -And;hg, obſerves, that the Invaders them- 
ſelves were ſenſible, that it: was God's' Work, they were doing, in- 
the Calamities they brought upon Itahy. Isfi fatebamur non ſuum 
e quod facerent, agi enim ſe & perurger! d vino j. Sèveral other 
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Peace, and Security, and the other Conveniencies of 
Life, for the attaining of which, Communities were 
form'd by the Appointment of God. As this is the 
Heppinich of People conſider d in their Political Ca- 

acity, ſo it naturally ariſes from their Virtue and 
Religion that is, from their performing upon Religious 
Motives, and Principles of Conſcience, the ſocial Duties 
incumbent upon them. For as in the Natural Body, 
when the ſeveral Parts of it perform their reſpective 
Offices, they promote the common Service and En- 
joy ment of each other; fo, in the Body Politick, 
when the Members who compoſe it regularly diſ- 
charge their ſeveral Duties, they ſpread Tranquility 
and Chearfulneſs thro' the Whole, and aſſert the Pur- 
poſes of their Incorporation. 

The Collective Body of a Kingdom conſiſts of Ma- 
giſtrates, and Subjects. The Magiſtrates (ſupreme, 
and ſubordinate) are as the Head; the Subjects, as 
the infeyor Parts in the Natural Body : And if we 
view them in the agreeable Light, as ſeverally per- 
forming their proper Offices, we ſhall ſee with what 
Felicity of Succeſs, Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation. 

1ſt, As to the Supreme Magiſtrate. 

It is his Duty, we are taught, to rule over his Sub- 
jects in the Fear of God: To conſider them as his 2 
Children, and to provide for their . Temporal and x. 
Eternal Welfare, with the Tenderneſs, the Solici- 
tude of a Father. On oat FRA ah 

In - diſcharging this great Duty, he promotes the. 
Service, and advances the Honour of God with aſſi- 
duous Zeal. Religion is the Plant, on which his 
choiceſt Care, his moſt ſtudious Culture is employ'd. 
He gives it the Fatnefſs of the Clouds, and the In- 
fluence of the Sun, by his Bounty and Encourage- 
ment; and he clears it from all Impediments to its 
thriving, by reſtraining the Publication of Impious * 


A SERMON preach d 


In diſcharging this great Duty, he makes the Laws 
the Rule of his Government, and is as careful to 
maintain the Liberties of his People, as the Preroga- 
tives of his Crown, He applies their Tributes. to the 
Publick Service; and when any Danger approaches, 
he throws in timely Succours, either to avert the 
Storm, or to provide a Shelter. He is as ready to 
conſent to any good Laws, as they can be to propoſe 
them; and he never ſits with more Pleaſure on his 
Throne, than when he ſees his Great Family around 
him in Peace and Proſperity. 
And when he acts in this Manner, how happy are 
the People under his Adminiſtration 2 He is a Publick 
Bleſſing to them; and bears the Image of God in his 
Salutary Influence, as he does in his Authority. He 
cheriſhes the whole Kingdom, as the Sun enlivens 
his Planetary Subjects, and keeps it in due Order and 
Regularity, by the Power. of his attractive and bene- 
ficent Rays. 
,  2dhy, As to Subordinate Magiſtrates, who are ſent 
by the Supreme, the Execution of the Laws which is 
committed to them, is the Subject of their ſpecial 
Duty: And foraſmuch as Laws are Rules of Action, 
form'd by the Publick Wiſdom of the Kingdom for 
the Publick Good, therefore the impartial Execution 
of them promotes in Courſe the Intereſts of the 
People. | 
S Our Laws, for inſtance, forbid on the one Hand, 
all Sorts of Injuries and Oppreſſions; and direct on 
the otter, all the Offices of Juſtice and Equity. The 
Invaſions of Right, the Outrages of Perſon, the En- 
groſſments of Advantages, the Frauds in Traffick are 
prohibited; and, as far as Human Wiſdom can pro- 
vide, the Golden Rule of the Goſpel, Do, as ye would 


be done unto, ſo much admir'd by Antoninus, is enacted 
and encouraged. 


at Kingſton Ager. 

The Laws moreover not only reſtrain the ſeveral 
Acts of Injuſtice, but extend to the Cauſes from 

which they proceed. They prohibit Idleneſs, Intem- 
perance, Extravagance, and ſuch- like Vices; which 
directly lead to all the Acts of Violence and Injuſtice: 
And therefore as the Laws are moſt wiſely calculated 
for the Security of our Perſons and Properties, it fol- 
lows, that the due Execution of them muſt ſucceſs- 
fully contribute to this happy Effect. 

The Reſtraint of all injurious Practices, by the 
ſpeedy Execution of Sentence againſt them, properly 
belongs to the Juſtices of Aſize, and of Fail-Delivery : 
Whole Authority therefore, like an excellent and 
ſeaſonable Medicine, reduces the peccant Humours, 
and carries off the Diſtempers of the Society, which 
would otherwiſe deſtroy it: And the checking of 
theſe Offences in the Cauſes which produce them, 
ſeems more eſpecially the Province of the Juſtices of 
Peace: Who are, for that Reaſon, of ſingular Im- 
portance to the Publick, becauſe they have it in 
their Power to controul the Progrels of Iniquity, by 
nipping it, as We lay, in its Bud. 

The ſevere Exerciſe of their Duty, is like the 
wholſome Rigour of ſome Seaſons, which deſtroys 
the Root of noxious Weeds, and by this ſure Preven- 
tion of their Growth, rids the Field of theſe Enemies 
to its Fruitfulnefss. 

So that good Magiſtrates are eminently ſervice- 
able to a Kingdom. They apply the Remedies, and 
convey the Benefits to the Publick, which are de- 
ſign'd by the Counſels of Kings and Legiſlators. 
They give the Laws their juſt Force and Authority, 
and enable them to influence the Manners of the 
People. And when this is the Caſe, then is the 
Tranquility of the Realm preſerv'd: Then are the 
Subjects ſecure in their Perſons, and in their Goods: 
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of their Labours without Moleſtation, in which con- 
ſiſts the Happineſs of the Society. * _ WE”. 
zah, As to the People: The Duties of their Sta- 

tion are Obedience and Submiſſion to the higher 
Powers: Juſtice and Sincerity; Meekneſs and Bene- 
volence; Charity and Compaſſion to one another: 
And in the Exerciſe of theſe Duties, they recipro- 
cally advance their Perſonal Intereſts, _ They ſecure 


the Rights, maintain the Quiet, relieve the Wants, 


promote the Conveniencies of each other; and cul- 
tivate that mutual Truſt in each other's Integrity, 
which is the Support and Ligament of all So- 
ciety. SY at 1155 

And for this Reaſon it was, that God ordain'd'/Magi- 


ſtrates, and veſted them with the Power of the Sword. 


They were inſtituted by Him to awe the People into 
the Exerciſe of their Duty, and to ſecure to them the 
happy Fruits of their virtuous Deportment. For 


if they were under no Reſtraints of Authority, they 


would be carried by the Pravity of Nature to de- 
vour and deſtroy one another. They would gratify - 
their turbulent Paſſions, and injurious Appetites 
without any Controul, and unnaturally conſpire to 


— 


effect their common Ruin, inſtead of uniting for their 
common Advantage. e e 


4 


For the ſame Reaſon it is, that the Circuits are 


i appointed by the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature, and 


— — * —_ — 
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* As this is a Dictate of Common Senſe, ſo it has paſſed into 
a Maxim of Law. A great Part of the Wealth and Proſperity of 
the Land ſtandeth in this, that the King's Subjects may live in 
Surety cinder his Peace in their Bodies, and Goods, which muſt 
be had by a due Execution of Laws. 113283 

Imprimis intereſt Reipublice, ut Pax in Regno con ſervetur, & que- 
cunque Paci adverſentur provid? declinentur. There is nothing which 
conſerveth the Subjects in more Quietneſs, Reſt, Peace, and 
good 8 than the aye Adminiſtration of the Laws. Coke's 
A LAatt iy. P. 1182; 183. 8 
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we behold with Pleaſure the Deputies of His Majeſty, t 
Miniſters of Juſtice, and the * Guardian'of the Count 
aſſembled to diſtribute the Deciſions and Penalties of tht 
Law. Here They auſpicate their important Buſineſs it 
the Houſe of God; and as they derive his Bleſſing upon i 
by this neceſſary Conſecration, ſo we may juſtly expe 
from it a ſuitable Iſſue, in the Furtherance of his Glor 
and the Publick Good. 

Thus it appears that when the Magiſtrates and Peopl 
perform the Duties ſeverally belonging to them, they ad 
vance the Intereſts and Happineſs of each other ; fo tha 
the Kingdom which they compoſe, is, by neceſſary Co 


ſequence, in a proſperous Condition. 

And therefore give me leave, 2dly, to enforce the Oblig: 
tion which this Doctrine lays upon Magiſtrates, and People 
to behave themſelves uprightly in their ſeveral Stations: 

1ſt, With Reſpect to the Supreme Magiſtrate. 

As the approving himſelf a true Father of his Country 
in ſupporting its Religious, and Civil Rights, is boun 
upon his Soul, ſo is it the true Policy, the great Arcanu 
Imperii : Becauſe it aflures him of the conſcientious Fide 
lity, and affectionate Eſteem of his People, which is th 
greateſt Security of his Crown. R 

The Chriſtian Religion is, with Us, a legal Property « 
the Subject, as it is eſtabliſhed by Law; and it is in it 


CI 


* I call the High-Sheriff, the Guardian of the County, becauſe th 
Words of his Patent are, Commiſſi mus vobis Cuſtodiam Comitatus noft 
de, &c. The Word Sbireue, which we now write Sheriff, is compounde 
of two Saxon Words, Shire, which ſignifies County, and Reue, the Chi 
Officer of it; Shireue is Prefefus, or Prepoſitus Satrapie, or Comitat 
Coke's Inſtit. Part I. p. 168. 
Il cannot but obſerve, that this Office was never more worthily fill 
in this County, than it is at preſent ; and in ſaying This, I am in 
Fear of offending any one, except the High-Sheriff Hoſes ; who is 
ſtudious in declining Commendations, as He is to deſerve Them. 
have many Obligations upon me to {| Peak this Truth, tho' at the Haza 
of offending Him; and I gladly take this Opportunity to return Hi 
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enius the moſt Loyal to Governors, and the moſt bene- 
ficial to Society, of any Religion in the World: And 
therefore all the Reaſons which perſuade the Protection 
Band Encouragement of an eſtabliſhed Worſhip, receive 
additional Strength, when applied to our Own. So that 
all Indignities and Affronts offer'd to it; all Attempts to 
eſſen its Authority, and to check its Influence, demand 
he Chaſtiſement of the Civil Ruler, as well for his own 
Security, as the Publick Welfare. 
As this is an unqueſtionable Truth, ſo I may congratu- 
late with you, that no One is more ſenſible of it than our 
pracious Sovereign. He has declar'd his ſingular Regard 
o the Eſtabliſhed Religion, and His Reſolution to make 

ts Security and Encouragement, His firſt, and always his 
Wbief Care. He knows that as it is moſt excellent in its 
Nature, ſo moſt highly conducive to make Himſelf happy, 
Rs well as His People. He abhors the Impiety, and ſees 
the dangerous Conſequence of reviling and blaſpheming 
Wit; and as it is a great Support of his Throne, he will 
never ſuffer it to be weaken'd, and abus'd. 
2dly, With Reſpect to Subordinate Magiſtrates. 
The due Execution of the Laws is a Debt which they 
Pwe to God, and the King, by whom they are entruſted 
Ewith it; nor can any thing be more acceptable to Both, 
Whan their worthy Attendance on this great Concern. | 
| The ſame Reaſons which bind them to Vigilance and 
Fidelity in their Office, derive an Obligation on all thoſe, 
[ ho are any way concern'd in Publick Juſtice, to take care, 
What it may not be obſtructed thro' their Default. 
Partiality in Preſentments; Falſehood in Evidence; 
Lorruption in Verdicts; Prevarication in Pleadings, are 
ach obſtructive of the Courſe of Juſtice, and therefore 
Pught to be declined with Abhorrence, as abominable to 

od, and injurious to the State. N 
| I would farther obſerve on this Head, that the End which 
God deſigns in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, is not only 
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Men by degrees internally virtuous : To which nothing ca 
more conduce, than the Reſtraint of thoſe Crimes, 1 
which God and Religion are more immediately concern'd 
Therefore the puniſhing of them with exemplary Severity 
is a prime Branch of the Magiſtrates Office, as neceſſar 
to that End of it, which is infinitely momentous; anc 
concerns that Intereſt of Mankind which will ſurvive 
when all worldly Polities ſnall be conſum'd. 

Nor let Him regard the Cry of Perſecution, which Li 
bertines may raiſe againſt Him on this Account. Perſe 
cution is a Favourite Term with them, which they thro 
- out on all Occafions to protect them in their Impiety 
But if the Puniſhment of them be Perſecution, the hang 
ing up of a Thief is Perſecution too. - For is there an 
ſuperior Malignity in his Offence 2 Far from it: The 
Crime of the Thief is neither, in itſelf, ſo affrontive te 
God, nor, in its Civil Tendency, fo prejudicial to the 
State, as the outward Acts of Prophaneneſs and Bla 
phemy. For theſe are moſt execrable for their Impiety 
and moſt deſtructive in their Effects to the Society, a 
directly tending to diſſolve it, by ſetting Men looſe fro 
all the Obligations of ſocial Virtue. . So that if it be righ 
to apportion the Puniſhment of Crimes to the Influenc 
which they have upon the Publick ; if this be Juſtice, z 
it has always been deem'd, the Conſequence is, that te 
call the Puniſhment of Blaſphemers Perſecution, is a 
Affront to Common Senſe, which the Magiſtrate ſhou' 
proportionably regard; and an inſidious Artifice of the 
dangerous Enemies, which He has a noble Opportunit 
of defeating. 

zaly, To conclude. | 

Since the virtuous Deportment of the People is inſtr 
mental to the Happineſs of the Kingdom, let this effectu 
ally animate Them to perform their Duty. Nothing 1 
more glorious than to ſerve the Publick, nor is Ambitio 


ever more laudable, than when rais'd upon the Proſped 
of {o doing. Witt 121 1d As 
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dlication 2 With what ſurprizing Fortitude and Integrity, 
were the Romans inſpir'd by the Love of their Country ? 
And have We none of cGliat Concern for the Publick, 
which reign'd in every Roman Soul? None of that Gene- 
rous Spirit, which glow'd in every Roman Breaſt? 
We have All of us Ability to advance the Nation's In- 
[tereſt by our Conduct. For every good Man is a Friend 
and Patriot to his Country, whatever his Station be: 
And every wicked Man is an Enemy to the Kingdom, let 
his Profe ſſions, or Pretences be what they will. Difloyal 

o God is a kind of Treaſon againſt the State, and fo 
much the more pernicious, as its Operation is not heeded. 
And can we Live the Heart to indulge our Vices not- 
prithftanding 2 Shall We be intent upon our little private 
Advantages, and beſtow no Thought upon the Kingdom? 
Phall the narrow Conſideration of Self engroſs our Care, 
and the Community be excluded from our juſter Concern ? 
And yet, if Thyſelf, O Briton, be all thou valueſt, let 
that very Self, thy inglorious Minion, let that engage 
Thee to regard the 'Publick. Thy private Fortune is 
bound up with That of thy Country: If the ſuffers, thou 
uſt ſuffer along with Her. Thou art as a Paſſenger in 
he Veſſel, and, if thy Miſconduct help to drive it upon 
Shoals, or Rocks, what can ſave Thee from periſhing in 
he Shipwreck? Awake therefore, and perform thy 
Duty with Uprightneſs and Conſtancy. Exert thy beſt 

are to pay thy Tribute to the National Good: And 

then thou wilt provide for Thyſelf; for thy preſent Con- 
lolation, thy future Security; let the Follies and Paſhons, 
the Impieties and Debaucheries of others riſe ever ſo high, 
Ind conſpire together, like the Winds in the Deſcription 


Pf a Tempeſt, to hurl the Kingdom into Diſorde 
Ponfuſion. | | 1 
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